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17 twetober 1963

“hne dtatus of MHilovan jilas

i, oSome change can be eipected shortly in the
status of Milovan Djilas, author of The Hew Class and

sonversations with 3talin, | |

wors have been circulating in

The Jugoslav capital for two weeks that Diilas bas al-

ceady been exiled to a remote Zosnian village, but|

|Djilas as yet remains in prison.

recent comment by the Yugoslav cabinet's preass secretary
that he knew ‘mthing oificial’ about a change in Djilas’
dtuamtion nas added fuel to the fire.

. Z4ilas has roughly seven years yet to serve

sk Wil o year, B month sentence imposed on 7 April 196X

w3 a direci conseguence oif his having allowed publica-

r of Conversations with Staelin. The regime has ap-
-arently denied him such special privileges as writiag
waterials, which he had been sllowed during nis previous
Learm, e have received no reports, however, that Djilas

in suffering irom ill health, although he was Irequently
raported to be suffering during his previous incarceration.

. vmce tne number two man in the Tito reginme,
1jilas is one of those rare political figures who chose
wariyrdom as a matter of conscience, The personification
wy unregaited Montenegrin rebeliliousness, he threw away
waesiige and position when Communism became intellectualiy
anpaiatable to him. #His political philosophy has Dy now
avgived to the point that he is a demccrat in the Westeru
sense. iauring nis last periocd of ireedom--2Z0 Jamiary 1%l
to T April 1962--ue indicated that he fully expects some-
day to resume an active political role in Yugoslavia. e
aven told Westerners that he was considering establishing
23 opposition party and publishing an opposition periodical.
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4, DBjilas' current imprisonment is largely the
vagult of his own delliberate acts. When paroled in
1962, he signed an agreement to refrain from all
political activities. He could have had no doubts
that Belgrade would regard the publication of Con-
versations with Stalin, & telling anti-Communis?®
tract, as a political act. He was given five years
for failing to stop its reloasme; the remainder of his
current sentence represents the uneppired portion of
:is previous sentence., Prior to his reimprisooment
ijilas told Western newsmen that he would not mind
zoing back to jail because he was a bigger threat to
ihe regime In jail than out.

4. The regime has never known how to handle
“tjiilas, but it has stopped short of any unusual harsh-
ness. The first time he got in trouble (1853), he was
removed Ifrom his party posts; the second time (1954),
4@ was given an 18-month suspended sentence; the third
time (1956), he received a 3~year jail sentence; the
fourth time (1937), he was given an additional seven
year, but was paroled. Throughout this period, Djilas
steadfastly refused to recant or to emigrate which the
vegime has hinted it would permit.

. The regime's treatment of Djilas has been
poverned in partyby its reluetgnte to incur a bad
viress in the West, where Djilas' status is broadly
sregarded as a gauge of the regime’s liberalism. It
anlso appears that Yugoslavia's top leaders have felt-—
st least until recently~-a good measure of friendship,
ruiit, or pity toward theilr former comrade.

Y. bjilas claimed that he wrote five books during
his previous incarceration., When the authorities ro-
turned them to him after his parole, he intended having

iwo, Montenegro and one about the 19th century Montenegrin
vpince-Bighop Njegos, published in the West. Djilas has
adescribed the latter as something like the controversial

Lussian book, Doctor Zhivago, and it caild conceivably
cause him additlonal Troubles with the regime. ©Of the

vither three books, one is & collection of short stovies.,

. Djilas’ wife and son live in Belgrade. Although

they are subject to a degree of social ostracism, Mrs.
Djilas is allowed to receive some of the royalties from

Approved For Release 2004/06/24 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001300050014-6

25X1

25X1



Approved For Release 2004/06/24 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001300050014-6

aer masband's books and to talk to Westerners,

“,  The only Yugoslav leader to go into disgrace
with Djilas, Vliadimir Dedijer, was allowed to go into
#xile in Creat Britain in November 195%6. Although
dedijer and his family suffered grbevously before their
leparture, he was allowed to return to Yugoeslavia for

3 vimit last summer.
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seneral Comments

dosenh Alsop's recent articles on China are diffi-
cuit to comment onm in a constructive way. They can anot
ne copsidered 8s serious contributions to our knowledge
3% the current scene in China; one can even question
they were meant to be. Alsop's approschk is to
dvmmatige any development through emotion charged
language and exaggeration, the tone of all his articles
is arrogant snd categorical. iis constant feud with
unnaned “siraw men', is intended to give him the alyxy
3% & courageous and searching reporter, briaging the
tnots before the public despite the opposition of the
“ureancrats,” the “fashionable twaddlervs,” the “striped
nanis cookie-pushers.” Unfortunately, where Alsop
deserts the pretentiously portentious generalization
oy the facts, the facvts are usually wrong or distorted
into the framework of a sitructure they can not sustain.

e cannot guarrel with his general thesis: that
communist China is in serious econonmic ditficulty,
that its armed forces are deteriorating, that the
vino-foviet conflict is a major historical develop-
netit, The difficulty is thet Alsop is not satisfied
with this; this is drsmatic, but not dramatic emough.
4 emech of the points is expanded, the picture is
darkened a aumbey of tones, the history is over~
siwplified, earlier guestionable predictiocas which have
not come to pass fre explzined with even more guestion-
ahle hypothesis, and the result is a picture of doom
which almost no one else, either out of base motives
or basic ignorance, has been able to discern., Algop
rominds one of the early i:-brew prophets whose fulnming-
tione contained valid elements, but whose arrvogant
mmiier-than~thou language and dramatic distortions
mut off thelr more iatelligent listeners.

owments on the individual articles feliow.
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w4 septemirer Article

——————— almop article oi LU September contramting the

£ iEER
sevalopment of Communist Chines and ¥Hony Rong since Worle
&y 1I is misleading chiefly because it fails to take
ceoount of either the extreme differences in size of
wire Lwo areas or the dissgimilar character of the two
nong Kong's small zize has been in several

sEanomien,
ways an assel to ite development,

fisr mpplication of a given small amount of capital,

ruﬁﬂ&@éi #k1ll and energy tc the situation in Hoong
A similar ingput

g as produced spectacular results.
the vast economy of mainland Chinsg would hardly he

iceable,
vianil size bas permitted rapid training of skilled
viers, and the development of other requisites to
3a, %&ﬁ%‘ﬂ industrialization. &mall sire has also
daiﬁ for more effective use of refugee know~how,
;3:iieu1ar1y the know-how of refugee Shanghai iuduﬁm
izlists. GSimilarly, the impact of capital investment
tie miniscule Hong Kong economy wag grester than
#aiild have been the came had the same sums been invested
i ih Lng.
‘renver the drive and skills of refucee business-
8k, industrialists, and techniciane have been channeled
+7 an established, British-trained and led civil service
wwable for its honesty and ability.
‘ipally, Hong Eong as an established trading port

uéugﬁﬁ establishec banking facilities and ready trans-
Ax a member of the British Common-

sszitation services,
Aanith it found no necessitv for autarki or defense
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2 ang ¢ October Articles

e milegation that no questions were expressed
sscut the future stability of China during 1961 or
1962 by “expert Chirz-watchere” is another Alsop
“gstraw nan’ thesis. Poth intelligence and scholarly
gnrik on China written in 1U61 was heavily weighted
toward ihe severe economic difficulties facing the
vagime, The evidence vos ciqsar that the stabllity
»f¥ the econony had leon disrupted by the poor harvest,
the withdraval of Scv_.et tochnicel aid, and the
tollies of the leap Iorweri., This im turn raised
the guestion of how t..e economy could recover from
sisch pyoblous.

Alsiop is correct in stating that life is nov "o
1ittle hetter, largely because the food intske hasm
rimen., The reason he gives for this improvemenie-
snre ireedom for the peasant to grow food on his own
private plot--are also reflected in information
available here, His figures for caleoric intake per
day ave roughly acceptable slthough the presenl day
izvel is somewhat higher than he indicstes. We
eﬁ%i?atﬁ that food intake during the Iirst half ol
1863

25X1 L lwaa around 1D00 calories per Oay, 1na§§i§“J
=% the 1600 to 1700 estimated by Alsop.

25X1

%e agree with Alsop's stimtemeat that this year's
parvest wiil be mbout the same as last yvear's; in
#act, we believe it will be slightly less than lest :
roar's harvest, but the lack of good infoermation makes 5
1t imvosszible to be very precise on this point, :

slthough we would agree that the margin for
investment in growth iz nov severely limited, it
ig difficult to accept the further statement thaet
there mre "almost no prospects of such 8 margin
peing creazted in the future,” Alsop adds that the
pasple can not continue at this level of wretched-
negs and that the bottom is therefore not yet in
gight, If the regime had persisted in the idiocies
af the leap forward, Alsop's assumption would have
some werit, But given the retreat from these ex-
copses and the tacit acknowledgement that communializa-
tion was adding to the agricultursl problems, one
cmn also assume more rationel procedures for the
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nomy mndg thereby hypothesize at least the prospect
af future growth, even though this growth will neces-
sarily be very slow, and vulnerable to may radical
srpposais thet the lsadershin may put forth in the
Frinye .,

B

in the article of 4 JOctober, Alsop siresses Lhe

tbezmig of & 'no exit situation.” Contrary to vwhat
zopears to be Alsop's assumption, the Chinese leader-
#iaip as 8 number of ways to get out of the present
difficult economic situmtion. Host of these paths
Zoy saving the economy require sacrificing some goals,
which the leadership will hesitate to do., Judging
4ty pmst performances, however, they are morve likely
t5 jettison some of these vague goals rather thaa
lunder on into self-destructiion, as Alsop seeams 1o
sasume they will,

Aleap's references to population are not too
niaar but he seems to be implying that the Chinese
#zave all but solved their population problem and are
un ionger faced with the prospect of a further in-
crensa, e argues that the populatione-at lesst
»ased on his limited sample-~fell during the worsi
vears and i8 now approximately stable. ¥e believe
inat the rate of population growth fell to 14% during
the worst period of the food shortages--frowm gz level
that probably reschsd 234% around 1858. With the
improvement in the food situation and the resultant
£8ll in morbidity rates, it can he assumed that
sortality will also fall, leading to a rising rate of
population growth, If one accepted Alsop's population
aatimaters then it follows that the mumber of deaths
in 18681 would bhave bheen no less thsesn 30 million and
sossibly & great deal more. Neoedless 10 say, there
wag no evidence that mortality reached this level,
zven though it obviously increased furing the period
2% food shortages,

#e regards production esiimates, Alsop estinates
thet curvent industryial output is between 30 and 40%
2f capacity., Ve eatimate that ix 1963 industriai
sutput was around 50% of iis previously achieved pesi
ilevel. Jia agriculture, Alsop citea "sclentific inter-
rogation which showed that post-collectivization de-
creapes in per acre production were between 50 and
70f., ¥While it is pomaible that such decreases took
sises in isolated areas, the implicit assumption that
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iz cosmon 10 all of China is absurd. Ye would agree
with Alsop, however, that “collectively organized
agriculture is outrageously inefficient.” This is
emphasized by the higher produttiviiy of the private
plots, a fact wvhich sust now be appareat to the
loadership.

%hile Alsop ie obviously correct to emphasize
the serious economic problems facing Chira, his con-
alusion-that the situation can only worsen is poorly
supported by the facts. Rather than following 2
“dancending spirel,” as Aleop earlier imsisted, the
sonnony seens to be leveling off with no 1mmad£ate
nrospact of any significant upturn or further dowan-
turn. Vhere the currently sluggisb economy goes from
here depends largely on planning decisions now being
made in Pelping. Alsop seens to assume that future
econonic planning will be ag uarealiatic as it was
during the leap forward. 1If thism is the case then
it is true that one should leook for futher economic
difficultien. But as yet there is no clear indica~
tion from Peiping about the direction of future eco-
asopic planning. Alsop's drametic conclusions therefore
supearT somewhat premature, to say the least.
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7 October Article

“he gentral thesis of this article by Alsop is
&t the exchanges between tihe Boviet Uniocn and Cone
muiist Chins concerning the "violations™ of the border
#ve intended on the Soviet side ss a threat to deter
the Chinese from attacking the Indiss border. It
shosuld be recalled that Alsop was one of the nmost
active journalists in blowing up the non-existent
thinese buildup on the Indian border this sumser and
in insigting that the Chinese were about to attack
in j#orce, This, of course, has been showvn to be
without foundation and Alsop is now coastrained to
iind an explanation for why the Chinese have not ati-
tacked when the Indians have left a vecuum and thev
Lamve guch overwhelmieg strength in opposition, It
would be too much to expect Alsop {0 admit that he
wag wrong, or evea to review the materisl he originally
sresented., Instead, we have another filight of fancy,
z distortion of histerical viewpoint, screwed up to the
et deanatlce point possible.

This article bas a few, very few, correct facts
in it. The Boviets have accused the Chinese of 500G
sorder violations,.," These probably were, in the main,
unsutborized border crossings in remote areas of the
frogtier by nommdic herdsmen. It is true, as Alsop
=ays, that thousands of Chinese made their way across
the Foviet fromter in Sinkiang. We have no evidence,
bowevey, that the Soviets are "publishing horror
stories in Sinkiang." VWe doubt that Alsop haz any
such evidence, either, The Boviets have published a
Yew letters from some of the vefugees in the Soviet
srese and broadcast them sbroad. This may be what
A1gop is Teferring to. At any vate these few facts
arge not what Alsop builds hisz article from. The
remainder iz pure speculation, with a bias,

%e would assess the Chinese and Soviet exchanges
»n border violations and border problems as part of
the polemics of the Sino-foviet dispute, RKhrushehev
segan this a8 year or more ago wvhen he twitted the
ihinese for not taking Macao and Hong Kong in retalia-
tion for their sccusations that he had "capitulated”
iz Cuba., The Chinese respounded with s velled threst
zhat someday they would rectify™ all unequal itreaties,
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including those of Tmarisi Russiz. When the two sides
aftey July 1963 went all out in attempting to blacken
the other before the international Communist worlid,
accusations of border violatione and other border
psroblems were publicized, There ig truth in the fact
that ihe Bino-Soviet border is a difficult problem for
the two countries~~there is exagerration in an assumpe
tion that it will lead to fighting, that the Sovieis
are threatening to come over the border in Sinkiaag to
doter the Chinese from atiscking on the Indian border.
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g October Article

Alson's prediction that it will be very remark-
ahle if bad trouble does not come in the end" is typi-
z21 of his disingermuous apocalyptic view of the world,
is a professional Cassandra Alsop is forever prophesying
dipaster-~at some unspeciiied future time,

There is no hazard in a prediction of serilous
trouble in China, or on China's frontiers, during
+he next three or four years., Explaining it in terus
a1 group paranoia at the top of the Chinese Communisi
sean, however, is as mimlesading as it is sensational,

“he leadsrs in Peiping are convinced and doctrinsire
Toeaunists. Thelr ideoclogy is overlayed on a nonsirous
sultural/reacial arrogance which makes them in effect
“more Catholic than the Pope."” They have been strug-
=1ing with economic and political problems of staggering
gize and have attempted to solve then by the wmost dras-
the remedies~~with disastious result,

411 this does not prove that Mao and the men around
are crazy, but rather that they have been operating on
# mimsteken theory of soclial organization, the errors
3% which have been compounded by faulty information
abont the situation in their own country and in the
worid outside,

The central srgument in Alsop's case that lunacy
im in conmand concerns the "leap forward: and an
z2iieped Chinese sttompt to trigger nuclear war in
arder to salvage something from the catastrophe
which followed the ensuinz cstasironbs,

in this argument bhe has taken libertles with
tie chronology of events and with the facts, The
“lean’ was undertaken when the Chimese felt--not
without some justification--that things were going
oy them across the board., Eancouraged by achieve.
ments at bhome, and by an overly optimistic estinmate
»f the overall Bloc position vis a vis the West, the
wen in Peiping took & calculated risk in hope of
meoring & dranatic breskthrough on both political
and sconomic fronts,

They were, in fact warned again this gamble
vy the Russians. Perhaps Peng Te-husi became involved
in this srgument but all the evidence we hLave noints
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i other reasons for tihis downfall--specilically iie
inwolvenent in the problenm of when and under what‘ciy-
commtances Chins would receive nuclesy WBapoORse and
Ssthar sodern arms.

dan 's remarks concerning nuclear war were nade
in lovember 1967--before the "leap"-—and oY roasons
ch had no direct relation to the subsequent events.
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This article is basically correct. The Chinese
Tommunist armed forces are deteriorating and this
daeterioration began after the withdrawal of Sovietl
tachnical aild and military assistance in mid-18G0,

There are sgeveral erroneous implications in the
article, For one thing the moderaization of the
Thineme forces did not hegin in earnest until after
tize Xorean Var. Fe speaks of semo-gperstional aircraft,
Az aircraft is either opsrational or it is not., The
hinese have nany fully operational aircraft dispite
the ravages of pttrition,

Alsop considers ithe forces in Tibet to be 'ecrack
sutfite,® Our judgement is that some o0f those in
#ast China, particularly the Foochow Military Region
are provably much more 'crack® than those in Tibet,
“ut, of course, the Sinv-Indian border is the one
area where ChiCom troops have been in combat recently
a3 there they made a good showing because they ouile
mumbered, were better equipped, and operated Irom
#ore advantageous terrain that their Indisn adversaries.
Like a1l armies, there ave good and not go good units,
W do not think the best units are in Tibet,

e eryroy in fact is the assertion that the
fihiClom Air Forxce hed as many as 4000 planes, It
rgached its peak strength in 1950 at which tinme
it had a few more jet light bombers than it does
.  imy present count is about 2700, But even now,
# then, there are several units which are still
agpipped with nuseun pieces from ¥World War II. Theses
iacinde the BAT TU-2 piston light bomber and the
ART {(J1e10) piston ground attack aircraft,

ameihnexr typical error is 4lsop's statement tiat
-+ vamt amount of ignorant nonsense has been written
aout 'Soviet ald' beipng cut off, C(hina never nas
recoived any Soviet aid, naving been required tm%pay
through the nose for all exports irom the Cﬂmmuglwt
Lioe mince the very beginuning.” Some of this "ignorant

Approved For Release 2004/06/24 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001300050014-6



Approved For Release 2004/06/24 : CIA-RDP79T00429A001300050014-6

wonsSense” has been written by ue, for we imclude, as
sisop apparently does not, the technical and scientific
aid which the Soviet's rendered China and which made
sagsgible the beglonings of its nuclear eneryy programs,
amonz other things, and various credit arrangements
wiilch are no longer available to the Chinese and are
causing alfficulties. The Chinese, themselves, have
woted this ald from the Soviet Union and have decried
ihe Soviets' unilateral withdrawal of it in the summer
i 1960, claiming that the withdrawal was unjustified
and that it did their economy untold harm.
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44 Cetober 1362 Article

“hde ariticke ie serely & passgyvic to Chisng Xal-
sk, and oaly iscidentelly x half-hearied predicties
mﬁ thingw on the mainlsnd are 0 ved that Zao dewply
‘ware oy peseibility that Chiasng might lsunch an fn~
m are only two ma fmu in it; both sre
PPN . B TEO YeRrs Ao, the Communists é;m m«a
?%ﬁ%iif redapioy ‘upwsrds of Eﬁ@,ﬁﬂﬁ A4t
shreagthen Uwir éofennes agaimst o M%M lsnding
wy ©hiess of a division aaé 3 Mli. In June 1882, the
wemnirts ¥ 'y ‘ 300 trvoons appsyeatiy
ia faur that the 1S was about to aid inm an invasionm
»¢ the mpinisnd, The saialswdors would hevdiy bhaw
moeed, at preait cost, this meny aen % meet Chinng’s
division mad 2 helf. %) The Soviet Law ot cut off
tuedy il shin tn to Chine, |

25X1

e st of the ariicie, o uee r. Alsop’'s
wt shrese, is sevely'fdshionsble twaddle, Ita
@FEY 1% 1mmiﬁly bned, Seateoaonts wach ax the
fgﬁgmﬁ% “he Commonints, whoe alwaye ssed ihe
Jenpnassee fto pun (nterfeoreace for thew, thus won coa~
el over bage sew provisces in the wake of t(he
%@ﬁm, " ghound., SHuch sversisplifications,
s deperistions such am thet of Senersl Stilwell,
%ﬁilﬁﬂﬁ mﬂ vinlent old man' oaye Alsop, Beulid e
ire sore space tham is warrvenied io comment on
Fiv. Gut they really rsguire 1ittle coment gince
Sy AR Derdly be taken ssriously,

25X1
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in vetover Article

It iz true that pro-Chinese leaders exert
zigmnificant influence in almost every aAsian Communisi
“arty of consequence, It is not true, however, that
iping has “taken over' and thus implicitly shapec
for ii@ uwi image eanch of these parties. There are

ficant elemenis in the leadership of the major

ist parties of non-Communist Asian countyies who
are stlll alligned with the Soviets.

s bhe case oI Commualist Horth Vietnam, a strong
‘wetion of the iendership, lead by the Premiexr and

o Hinister of ilefense, while it has lost considerable
suii 1o 8 pro-(Chinese coalition, is apparently still
oiging a considerable braging power over Hanol's
p2iitigal drift toward Peiping.

vhar maior error in tals articie is not the cou~
zions, but reasons advanced., In each case where
aciion of the leadorship in the Aslan Communist
»Lies iz in step with Peiping, it appears that the
LSeE are primnriiy not those advanced Ly #r. Alsop:
ii-gung's HStalinist stance and the infusion of
Com irained cadres into other parties, for example)
@ primary factor for the faciions orientation toward
ping is rather that they see their party's bagic
terents a8 best served at present by the policies
sresanes by Peiping.

in Japan, [ndopeaif, and Durmsa, Ior example, tae
Lopmunists have over a loag period been unable to
cure thelr basic objectives through legal, parlia-
ry-1like means. Thus, they are turning to Peiping
: i calling steadily for "militant, armed-revo-
tionary-{ype struggle” as the best techrnigue to pgain
. ine Chinese, moreover, @eem willing to provide
teagi the money, and in presently ieasible casesn,
i3 i the materiel necessary to proceec as classic
g guiitianariea. Moscow has gziven every indication

4

the recent past of a growing unwillingress to do

iErel: Horith Rovea and North Vietnam are basically
srevccupied wilh reuniting their countries under
wrmunist rule, Both have implicitly accused Hescow
suiteneas anc callisvce in helping further this
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uijective, Soth are concerned that an Soviet-Us

vatente will prevent them from ataining these objectives.
#eiping, on the other hand, is helping in a rezl,
tangible way. The Chinesme oppose "softness” toward

the U8, proclaim loudly the need for support of revo~
lutionary wars, and are willing, to the best of their
abllity to supply the means of coantinuing such a war,
hese reasons loom larger than any presumed “"Stalinist”
cast to the leaders' thinkine,
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